
 

COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
COPELAND 

Meeting date: 22 November 2022 

From:  Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure 

 
 

SCHOOL STREETS ETRO (EXPERIMENTAL 

TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER) – TODHOLES 

ROAD, CLEATOR MOOR 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 This report informs Copeland Local Committee of the comments and 
feedback received regarding The County of Cumbria (St Patrick’s 
Primary School, Cleator Moor) (Pedestrian and Cycle Zone) 
Experimental Order 2021 (the ETRO”) since it came into operation on 1 
November 2021 
 

1.2  A copy of the Notice, which summarised the restrictions introduced by 
the ETRO, is attached as Appendix 1. 
 

1.3 A copy of the ETRO is attached as Appendix 2. 

1.4 A copy of the Council’s Statement of reasons for making the ETRO is 
attached as Appendix 3. 

1.5 A report was considered by the Copeland Highways Working Group on 
11 October 2022, who recommended that the ETRO be made 
permanent. This report seeks a resolution that the ETRO be made 
permanent.  

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The School Streets ETRO is designed to improve road safety in the 
vicinity of St Patrick’s Primary School. 

2.2 The restrictions in the ETRO comply with Cumbria County Council’s 
forward plan of creating a safe and secure community, whilst providing 
a high-quality environment for all. 

2.3 There are no Equality implications. 



 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 That having taken into consideration the matters contained in section 
122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more 
specifically referred to at paragraph 7.2 of this report, that Members 
agree that “The County of Cumbria (St Patrick’s Primary School, 
Cleator Moor) (Pedestrian and Cycle Zone) Experimental Order 2021” 
be made permanent in its entirety.  

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 School Streets is a nationwide initiative aiming to tackle congestion and road 
safety concerns outside schools, while also encouraging an increase in 
Active Travel, such as walking and cycling to school. 

4.2 St Patrick’s Primary School on Todholes Road, Cleator Moor was selected 
as a pilot scheme for Copeland, given ongoing safety concerns in the area 
and willingness from the school to participate. 

4.3 The ETRO was brought into operation on 1 November 2021, prohibiting 
vehicular access from Monday to Friday between the hours of 8.15 – 9.15 
am and 2.45 – 3.45, during school term time only.  A copy of the ETRO is 
attached as Appendix 2, while the Statement of Reasons for making the 
ETRO is attached as Appendix 3. 

4.4 Since coming into operation, no representations have been submitted 
against the ETRO being made permanent. One response was received from 
a resident who raised concerns about enforcement, as well as reporting 
vehicles parking at inappropriate locations. The resident was, however, in 
support of the ETRO in principle. If the restrictions are to be introduced on a 
permanent basis, officers intend to further liaise with Cumbria Police on 
enforcement of the prohibition and will consider whether supplementary 
parking restrictions would be of benefit. 

4.5 A Cumbria County Council Officer met with representatives of St Patrick’s 
Primary School over the summer of 2022, to determine their thoughts on the 
School Streets ETRO. The school suggested that overall, the scheme has 
been a success, seeing a notable improvement in road safety in the area, 
particularly for children attending the school. They did note that some 
vehicles were parking at inappropriate locations, often on the footway 
outside of the restricted area. However, the school expressed their support 
for the ETRO being introduced on a permanent basis and were willing to 
continue placing signs and cones on the highway to help manage the 
restriction. 

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.1 Members may agree the Recommendation at paragraph 3.1 of this Report.  
 

5.2 Members may decide not to agree with the recommendation of paragraph 
3.1 of the Report.  



 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 The funding for the Experimental School Streets Order has been met from 
within the successful bid in respect of the Department for Transport Travel 
Demand Management initiative. This funding is not devolved to Local 
Committee.  There are no additional finances required to make the ETRO 
permanent as the signage is already in place. 
 

6.2 Should Members approve the recommendations at paragraph 3, there will 
be an ongoing maintenance commitment in respect of signage. 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration the 
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
(“the 1984 Act”) detailed below at paragraph 7.2, in considering whether it is 
expedient to agree to the permanent making of the Order detailed in this 
Report for the reason specified at sections 1(1)(a), (b), (f) and (g) of the 
1984 Act, namely: - 

 

(a) for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any 

other road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger 

arising. 

(b) for facilitating the passage on the road or any other road of any class 

of traffic (including pedestrians). 

(f)  for preserving or improving the amenities of the area through which 

     the road runs. 

(g) for any of the purposes specified in paragraphs (a) to (c) of 

subsection      (1) of section 87 of the Environment Act 1995 (air 

quality). 

7.2 Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in 
exercising that duty are: - 
 
(a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to 
premises; 
(b) the effect on amenities of an area; 
(c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 
Environment Act 1995; 
(d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles and 
of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or desiring to 
use such vehicles; and 
(e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant. 

 

7.3 Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2 g) of the 
Constitution, approve the making of traffic regulation orders in accordance 
with powers under Parts I, II and IV of the Road Traffic Regulation act 1984, 



 

except for the making of Traffic Regulation Orders which involve the 
introduction for on-street residents permits, which are delegated to the 
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure subject to a decision of the 
appropriate member body to introduce such charges. (KB – 4.11.2022) 

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1 That “The County of Cumbria (St Patrick’s Primary School, Cleator Moor) 
(Pedestrian and Cycle Zone) Experimental Order 2021” be made permanent 
in its entirety, as per the recommendation in paragraph 3.1 of this report. 

 
Angela Jones 
Executive Director – Economy & Infrastructure 
 

November 2022 
 
 
  
 
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 – Legal Notice 
Appendix 2 – Experimental TRO – St Patrick’s School 
Appendix 3 – Statement of Reasons 
 
Electoral Division(s): Cleator Moor West 
 

 

Executive Decision Yes 

 

Key Decision  No 

 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?    

 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?  No 

 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No 

  

 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?   N/A 

   

 
N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 

expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained. 



 

 
 
PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
 
Leader’s Decision Record – Experimental Traffic Regulation Order – School 
Streets Initiative – St Patrick’s Primary School Cleator Moor (Dated 31 August 
2021) 
 
 
CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny. 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers. 
 
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Contact:  Matthew Reeves – Traffic Management Team Leader - Copeland 
Telephone: 07769165177 
E-mail:  matthew.reeves@cumbria.gov.uk   
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